
EDUCATION!PLUSGET THE EDGE)www.thehindu.com/education www.facebook.com/thehinduedge
www.twitter.com/thehinduedge

MADHUMITHA SRINIVASAN

We are currently in what ob

servers call the Golden Age of

Science Communication'.

Science communication is the

practice of informingand in

spiring the public with scien

tiñc knowledge. And it has

come alongway from the dry

lectures that were the go-to

tools for sharing information

about scientific research and
new findings, and for

myth-busting.

With new media practices

evolving in recent years,

science communication has

taken on several exciting and
innovative forms-podcasts,

documentaries, social media

posts, comics, newsletters,

and manymore. More impor-
tantly, it has become accessi

ble. It is just a matter of nudg-

ing researchers and scientists

towards thinking of ways to

communicate their thoughts

and expertise, and giving
them a tangible incentive to

do so.

The IndiaBioscience Out
reach Grant (OG) was

launched in 2020, specifically

to achieve this purpose to

facilitate early career scien

tists to get started on science

communication and Out

reach. It intends to motivate

young researchers to step out

of their abs and build stron

ger connections with the

broader public throughinno

vative science outreach

efforts.

I0G is an initiative ofIndia

Bioscience, an almost 15-year

old project operating within

the campus of the National

Centre for Biological Scienc

es, Bengaluru. It aimns to bring

the whole life-science re

search comnuníty under one

roof to promote networking,

foster partnerships, and ena
ble resource and knowledge

sharing.

Shantala Hari Dass, a PhD

in neuroscience, is the Execu
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projects from the previous

years - Talk to a Scientist'

is a weekly online event where

children get to interact with a
scientist.

What can bedone by public

and private institutions to

promote scienceoutreach?

By encouraging/mandating

science outreach and Science

communication activities by

researchers; Budgeting time

for them to undertake such

activities; Including this as a

parameter for promotions,

information and superstition.

awarded grants, and so on; In
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