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FLORISTIC MYVERSITY OF PTERIDOPHYTES ALONG ALTITUDINAL GRADIENTS
Iv. Sewmiva
Assiatant profiessor, PG and Research Depantrsent of Botany, MGM College. Pollachi

The present study proves that the unexplored area of Valparar and Manambolly
range of Anamalai Tiger Reserve which is the part of Southern Westemn Ghats are nich in
several medicmally important fems. In this study, a total of 79 species of ptendophytes
belonging to 43 genera and 19 fanulics were documented, which have been classified and
presented based on PPG (Plendophyte Phylogeny Groap, 2016) classification system.
The major familics represented, with @ greater number of species compared to others,
include Pteridaceae, Selaginellaceae, Aspleniaceae, Thelypteridaceac, Polypodiaceae and
Dryvoptendaceae. Plendaceae was identificd as the largest family with the highest number
of genera (%) followed by Thelyptendaceae (5), Polypodiacee §5), Dennstacdtiaceac (4)
and Dryoptenidaceae (4). Preris was observed to be the largest genus with 7 species.
Among the 79 species. 7 were categonzed as rare. The region also harbours endemic
species  Dike Cvarhena  wilgiriensis, Cvathed gigantea. Histiopteris  incisa  and
Hypodematinn cremanem. Of the 79 species, 68% of Preridophytes were terrestmial, 19%
lithophvtes and 13% were epiphyies. The highest species diversity (38%). including
Cyvathea nilgriensis, Actimepteris radiata, Cdontozovia clinensis. Hemionilis opposila
was reporied from altitudes ranging from 100 to 1500 msl, followed by 28% firom 1500
to 2000 msl (Angiopferis helferiana, Pinvogramma aistroamericana, Dervopteris
concedow and Hemianiris arifolia), 27% from 500 w000 ms! (Selagmella intermedia,
Pinrogramma colamelanos and Nephrolepis cordifolia), and 7% of the species from
200M) to 2500 msl (Histiopreris incisa, Preriv biaurita and Lepiochilis decurrens).



