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Abstract 
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THE REBIRTH OF THE WILD IN ONCE THERE WERE 

WOLVES BY CHARLOTTE McCONAGHY 

Keywords: reintroduction, rewilding, environmentalist 

Introduction 
Today's environmental studies focus on the complex 
relationships between human activities and the 
natural environment. This field of study examines the 
harmful effects of human actions on the 

environment, including pollution, overpopulation, 
waste disposal, climate change, and global warming. 
Environmental studies inform policies, practices, and 
technologies that promote sustainability, mitigate 
climate change, and protect ecosystems by applying 
environmental principles, individuals, organizations, 
and governments can work together to create a more 
sustainable future. 
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Once There Were Wolves by Charlotte 

McConaghy is a contemporary fiction story that 
represents the ecology, and it explores 

the Anthropocene era this is the current geological 
era. It talks about how to persuade people they 
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Once there were wolves by Charlotte McConaghy, the story explores the relationship of humans and animals. and it talks 
about the ecosystems. The setting of the story is the Scottish Highlands. Intiflynn the protagonist of the story. She and her 
traumatized sister Aggie, both came out of Alaska, and they came to Scotland to rewild the landscape of the Scotland as 
well as themselves. Also, Inti is a wolf biologist who leads the team of biologists, and they are undertaking the project to 
rewild or reintroduce the fourteen grey wolves in the Scottish Highlands. The main objective of the project was lo restore 
balance lo the ecosystem and reintroduce wolves lo resuscitate and restore the nature balance not reduce the population 
of creatures. Throughout the story, Intiflynn faced many adventures; she met many different circumstances, and Inti had a 
deep connection to wolves. Inti 's father was an environmentalist, so that 's why she also has a love towards nature to save 
the world. But many of the Scottish people are against the project: they are all afraid of them, even though she did say that 
some of the mischievous things are happening io people in Scotland. They thought wolves were the ones who did that, but 
that is not done by wolves then who did? McConaghy skillfuly works the themes of identity. the human condition, the 
natural world, and our accountability to protect them. The book provides a vivid portrait of nature mainly the story about 
wolves and the concept of rewild. 

S. JAANIS JENIFER 

PG Studernt, Department of English 
Nallamuthu Gounder Mahalingam Collegge, Pollachi 

Dr. N. RADHA 

Heod, PG Department of English 
Nalomuthu Gounder Maholingam College, Pollochi 

should care about the fate of animals and the 

challenges of rewilding. The story is set in the 
presentday Scotland, and it explores the idea of 
reintroducing wolves to the Scottish Highlands. 
Charlotte McConaghy is an Australian author She 
holds graduate degree in screenwriting and a 
master's degree in screen arts Sydney, Australia who 
has also written Migrations, a TIME Best Book of 
the year Amazon.com's best fiction of the year for 

2020, which is being translated into twenty 
languages. and Once There Were Wolves is her 
second story about the reintroduce of wolves. 

Inti Flynn a wolf biologist, led fourteen grey 
wolves to the Scottish Highlands. Aggie, her twin 
sister, was traumatized by the past incident. As a 
wolf biologist, she recognizes the animals; the 
wolves are the best hope for rewi" 
landscape, and she thinks the prc 86/125 
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twin sister a chance to heal after the terrible incident 

that packed them out of the Alaska. Inti Flynn did the 
project well even thought she faced many things. The 
protagonist trusted the man she was beginning to 
love when he became the main suspect, but he 
doesn't do anything. There was mystery in the story. 

Overall, the novel had a lot of imagery, glimpses 
of the nature, and the vivid description and Inti's love 
towards the nature. It is given in the novel. At the 
end of the novel, it will be a shock to every reader, 
and in the novel, Intiflynn has a special love towards 
the two wolves, No. 6 and 10. Both Nature is 
represented in some of the characters in the novel 
also. 

Wildlife and Environmentalism 

The concept of reintroducing is taken from the 
Yellowstone National Park. This method was the 

same as in the book Once There Were Wolves. This 
program began in the 1990s and was led by several 
individuals Ferdinand V. Hayden, Nathaniel P. 
Lanford any many of them are contributed they 
planned to restore and balance the ecosystem. They 
took a mainly wolves from Canada to Montana and 
released them in the park, marking the start of a new 
era of Yellowstone wildlife. 

The book Once There Were Wolves have the 
same concept of Reintroduce the wolves also i 
interprets the biodiversity: without biodiversity, life 
wouldn't sustain. The setting of the story is Scotland, 
a region known for its rugged landscape, diverse 
wildlife, and ecosystem it features forests and 
woodlands, tells the importance of biodiversity, and 
explores the role of wetlands in supporting 
biodiversity: the story mentions the climate changes 
as a threat to biodiversity. It emphasizes the 
importance of wolves, the key predators, and it has 
the power to save the forest. 

Wolves are the extraordinary predator; they play 
an essential role in a thriving ecosystem and they're 
at the top of the food chain. The novel emphasizes 
the importance of rewilding. place, and landscape in 
shaping human identity and experience. and the story 
highlights the connection between land, culture, and 
indigenous identity. the impact of human activity on 
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landscapes, and the interconnectedness of species 
within ecosystems. 

Environmentalism is shaped in the story Once 
There Were Wolves by. In the story Inti's thrust to 
save the nature she does many think in the novel the 
setting is Scotland, the current Scotland that faced 
the unbalanced ecosystems. Scotland is a fertile land 
filled with mountains and trees. The story explores 
the current condition of Scotland; in the story, 
wolves become the symbol of fixing and balance of 
the ecosystem. 

McConaghy captured the beauty of the natural 
world, the vivid images of nature 

Not long ago, not in the grand scheme of 
things, this forest was not small and sparse but strong 
and bursting with life. Lush with rowan trees, aspen, 
birch, juniper and oak, it stretched itself across a vast 
swathe of land, colouring Scotland's now-bare hills, 
providing food and shelter all untamed thing." 
(McConaghy 2021:5) 

Inti's bond with animals, it looks amazing. She 
had a Mirror-touch Synesthesia is a rare neurological 
condition where the person sense on their own body 
when they see someone else being touched, so the 
condition in the novel it shows symbolises the deep 
connection to nature because in the story if wolves 
were wounded, she felt the same pain. 

The book investigates the dilemmas of 
environmentalism, questioning the human rights to 
control nature and exposing the tension between 
headway and maintenance at its heart, Once There 
Were Wolves is for empathy toward the earth and 
each other. It challenges readers to confront their role 
in environmental degradation and to envision a 
future where humanity lives in harmony with the 
wild. Through its evocative prose and urgent themes, 
McConaghy's work transcends fiction, emerging as a 
poignant cal to action for environmental 

stewardship. 
Conservation is a central theme in Charlotte 

McConaghy's Once There Were Wolves, intricately 
woven into its narrative and characters. The story 
follows Intiflynn, who heads a rewild project to 
reintroduce wolves into Scotland. This is not an act 
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of conservation, and it's primarily restoring the 
ecosystems. There are many deer in Scotland 
because it is a farming land so the deer eat grass 
daily. The days have passed, the plants and the 
grasses were reduced, so the ecosystems turned 
unbalanced, and it mainly involves the climate, and 
the climate was changed. It involves the people in 
Scotland. So that's why Intiflynn was planned to put 
wolves in the forest: they eat a deer, so wolves eat a 
deer, and the deer eat grass. Now the ecosystems 
were balanced, the problem of climate change also 
has the solution. 

Conchusion 

Speclal lssue 7 

The conclusion of the story "Once There Were 
Wolves" highlights the vital role every creature plays 
in the natural world. Each species, no matter how 
small, contributes significantly to the balance of the 
ecosystem. This interconnectedness underscores the 
importance of preserving biodiversity and 

emphasises that every creature has a crucial part in 
protecting the environment. The story tells the 
importance of wolves, and they play a significant 
role in the ecosystem. Wolves are a symbol of hope 
and resilience, and the story tells the concept of 
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rewilding not just a landscape but also ourselves with 
great people. great boks, and good thoughts. In the 
final analysis, Once There Were Wolves is a poignant 
exploration of the delicate interplay between 
destruction and regeneration. It calls for a renewed 

respect for nature and a recognition of humanity's 
role in its preservation. Through its profoundly 
personal and ecological themes, the book is a 
warning story as well as an example of the enduring 
strength of harmony and rebirth. 
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